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Recently, I sent a package to all Diocesan Presidents requesting that they reach out to all of our CWL 
members, inviting you to sign letters which oppose Medical Suicide or Euthanasia. These letters were 
directed to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Justice Minister David Lametti, Health Minister Patti Hadju 
and your Member of Parliament.  My sincerest gratitude goes to each CWL Member that for 
participated in this letter writing endeavour.   
 
Further to this topic, Cardinal Thomas Collins has specifically requested that we not use the term 
MAiD, because that stands for Medical Assistance in Death - we want our medical people to assist 
people with pain management, and have access to medical assistance when dealing with a fatal 
decease.  Euthanasia or medical suicide are accurate descriptions of what we are against. 
 
At present, Bill C-7 is in Second Reading in Parliament. Rob Moore, M.P. and the Shadow Minister 
for Justice in the Official Opposition made a compelling speech on February 27th, 2020 toward the bill. 
Other speakers were: Sponsor of C-7, David Lametti (Liberal), Luc Thériault (Bloc Québécois), 
Alistair MacGregor (NDP).  This Parliament required that there be a statutory review of our assisted 
dying regime in Canada.  That statutory review was and is to take place in June of this year. 
 
Resolution 16.04 Amend the Canada Health Act to Identify Palliative Care as an Insured Health 
Service is a resolution that will work well, along with our efforts toward Bill C-7.   
 
Whereas, High quality palliative care is neither included nor defined as an insured health service in 
the Canada Health Act; and  
Whereas, Currently, there are no uniform standards for palliative care and its delivery in Canada; and 
Whereas, Quality palliative care is only available to 16-30% of Canadians; and  
Whereas, The World Health Organization defines that palliative care, “…provides relief 15 from pain 
and other distressing symptoms, affirms life, regards dying as a normal 16 process, intends neither to 
hasten nor postpone death, and integrates the psychological and spiritual aspects of patient care…”; 
therefore, be it 
Resolved, That national council of The Catholic Women’s League of Canada, in 96th annual  
national convention assembled, urge the federal government:  to identify palliative care as an 
insured health service covered under the  Canada Health Act  to develop a national strategy for 
uniform standards and delivery of palliative care as defined by the World Health Organization; and be 
it  further   
Resolved, That the ten provincial councils urge their provincial/territorial governments to provide 
palliative care as an insured service covered under their provincial/territorial health act as deemed 
prudent/necessary.   
 
Life is a sacred, a precious gift given to young and old. 
 
 

  


